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By Fred Sypher 

Once again Mother Nature follows her agenda 
rather than our desires. The weather down south 
continues to be lousy so we just have to wait 
patiently for our packages. Beekeeping in the 21st 
century is a challenge! One lesson to draw from the 
ǾŀƎŀǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 
our bee colonies get through the winter. Starting 
over with new bees each spring is depressing and 
expensive for backyard beekeepers who have to 
replenish with packages or nuclear colonies. This fall 
the club will put a strong focus on preparing bees for 
winter in Carroll County.  

In the meantime we are going to have a club picnic 
at the Bear Branch Nature Center Pavilion on 
Saturday, May the 14th. The club will provide the all-
American essentials of grilled hotdogs and 
hamburgers, chips, ice and soda. You bring your 
favorite picnic dish. We start at 12.  

The Master Beekeeper Study Group has discovered 
just how little we know about honey bees and how 
dƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘǳŦŦ ǿŜΩǊŜ 
learning. We should have started studying honey 
bees in high school! 

Our thanks to Allen Hayes for refurbishing the 
portable observation hive. He turned it into a piece 
of artwork, almost too nice to use.  

 

Continued on page 2  
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PǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ Message             Continued from page 1 

 
In April of 2004 Montgomery County Master 
Beekeeper George Imirie published one of his 
ŦŀƳƻǳǎ Ǉƛƴƪ ǇŀƎŜǎ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά.ŜŜƪŜŜǇŜǊΩǎ 5ǳǘƛŜǎ 
Concerning Supering and Swarming in the 
Maryland-±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ŀǊŜŀ ƴŜŀǊ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΦ 5Φ/Φέ  
George was a beekeeper of strong opinion and good 
sense. On four pages he presents what every CCBA 
beekeeper should know about supering and 

swarming and concludes, in his inimitable fashion 
ǿƛǘƘ άIƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳǊ ōŜŜǎ ǎǿŀǊƳ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ 
ƴŜŎǘŀǊ ŦƭƻǿΣ L¢ L{ ¸h¦w C!¦[¢Ηέ L ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ƻŦ 
this paper available at the club picnic. It should start 
an interesting conversation.  

Fred 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAY TO-DO LIST 
1. First Time Inspection of newly installed colonies ς see enclosed article by Dr Jamie Ellis reprinted from ABJ. 

2. Feed 1:1 syrup to all new packages and Nucs. 

3. REGISTER YOUR HIVES. Click here to download the application. 

4. Plant some pollinator-friendly flowers, herbs, shrubs, and/or trees this spring.  

5. Purchase from merchants who have pledged to not to sell plants pretreated with bee-killing pesticides.  

6. Attend the May CCBA picnic on Saturday the 14th. 

Return to Page 1  

Thank you Allen Hayes for rebuilding and 
ǊŜŦƛƴƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ tƻǊǘŀōƭŜ 
Observation Hive ς beautiful job!! 

http://mda.maryland.gov/plants-pests/Documents/bee-apl.pdf
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APRIL MEETING MINUTES 

By Terri Hemelt, Secretary CCBA 

The regular meeting of the Carroll County Bee Association was called to order at 7:30 on April 20, 2016 at Bear 
Branch Nature Center by President Fred Sypher. 

1. Reminder - May14, 2016 picnic will be held at the 

Bear Branch Nature Center Pavilion from 12:00 PM 

- ǳƴǘƛƭΧ  

2. The old very-large Club Extractor sold for $175.00. 

3. The club purchased a new 4-frame extractor, a set 

of filters, and an Heated decapping knife with 

regulator/thermostat. We now own 2 extractors and 

2 sets filters available to club members at no 

charge. Brad Criddle will again be the point-of-

contact for borrowing the equipment. Text or call 

Brad at 410-935-7260.  

4. ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ !ƭƭŜƴ IŀȅŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǊŜōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ 

existing portable observation hive. 

5. Fred showed the newly purchased Nuc Observation 

Hive that will be available for educational demos, 

giving us the opportunity to show the frame 

containing the Queen. Text or call Larry Truchon 

410-207-4639 to make arrangements to borrow 

this. 

6. Spring Short Course netted club approximately 

$2,000.00  

7. aŜƳōŜǊǎ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ άaŀǎǘŜǊ .ŜŜ YŜŜǇƛƴƎ ¢Ŝǎǘέ ǘƻ 

meet every other Monday at Carroll Community 

College Library at 7:00 PM. Anyone may attend 

even if you do not plan to take the Test. 

8. Open Hive inspection at Hashawa Apiary on April 

23, 2016 at noon. 

9. Meeting open to discussion: 

¶ Horizontal Langstroth Hives are being 

constructed By Gary Pohlner. See Bee Culture, 

Nov.2015 issue, άIƻǊƛȊƻƴǘŀƭ !ŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜέ ōȅ [Ŝƻ 

Sharashkin for more information. 

¶ Mites 

Á Use sticky boards to monitor mite count.  

Boards were available to members at 

meeting. 

Á Check drone brood for mites. Remove drone 

brood if you see a lot of mites. 

Á  Hopguard and Oxalic acid for treating mites 

were discussed. See (Randy Oliver άOxalic 

Acidέ, ScienctificBeekeeping.com) for more 

information. 

Á Small cell frames: need to step down size 

over 2 years. 

Á You may only see 30% of mites on the bees 

(adult female Phoretic mites feed on worker 

bees) and 70% of mites are unseen (Nymphs 

feed on pupa in the cell). 

¶ Swarming 

Á Several members reported swarms and 

captures in their apiaries and one swarm 

capture call was responded to. 

Á Check for queen cells at least every 10 days. 

Á Reverse brood boxes 2 or 3 times to reduce 

chance of swarming. 

Á Place frames of open larva in swarm box to 

prevent bees from absconding. 

¶ New beekeepers  

Á Should use jar feeders not hive top feeders 

to prevent bees from packing brood boxes 

with food, which could cause bees to swarm. 

Á Coat new foundation with beeswax or spray 

with sugar water to encourage bees to draw 

out comb. 

Á bǳŎΩǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ƻŦ н ŦǊŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ 

food and 2 frames of brood. 

¶ Thanks to Larry Truchon and Connie Young 

(Master Gardener and writer) for responding 

with a letter to the editor of the Carroll County 

¢ƛƳŜǎΣ ά5ŀƴŘŜƭƛƻƴǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘƻƴŜȅ ōŜŜ 

ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳέΦ 

Meeting was adjourned at 9:30 by Fred Sypher. The next meeting will be the picnic on May 14, 2016, 12:00 PM 
at Bear Branch Nature Center Pavilion.

Return to Page 1  
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SWARM ESSENTIALS 
By Stephen J. Repasky, with Lawrence John Connor, Forward by Thomas D. Seeley, Wicwas Press LLC, 2014 
 

tно  ά! ǎǿŀǊƳ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǎ ŎŀƭƳŜǊ Řŀȅǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
temperatures are warmer and dry. This is typically 
75-85 degrees Fahrenheit. Following a weather 
period that confined them to the hive, bees often 
swarm on the first day that is sunny and warm with 
calm or low velocity winds (5 mph or less)έΦ Φ Φ 
άswarms would typically issue from a hive between 
ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ŜƭŜǾŜƴ ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ 
ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǘŜ Řŀȅ 
ǎǿŀǊƳǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǳƴŎƻƳƳƻƴΦέ 

tнт  άLƴ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀ ǿŜ know that we can expect 
our swarm season to begin approximately four 
weeks after dandelions begin to bloom.έ 

PP36-45  Several techniques that slow or prevent 
the swarming impulse are discussed. Some of these 
are . . . 

1. Provide additional space by reversing hive 

bodies ς move the box with the queen to the 

bottom with the box of empty comb overhead. 

2. Young Queens ς άhōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ 

that re-queening a colony with a queen that 

was raised and mated after the summer solstice 

of the year before [June 21st] swarm less than 

queens that were raised prior to the summer 

solstice. 

3. Isolate the Queen Using the Demaree Method ς 

άΦ Φ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƻǿŜǊ ōǊƻƻŘ ōƻȄ ǿƛǘƘ 

ѻ ŦǊŀƳŜ ƻŦ ōǊƻƻŘ ƻǊ ƭŜǎǎΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ 

the Beekeeper to inspect and remove 

emergencȅ ǉǳŜŜƴ ŎŜƭƭǎ άƛƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŀƭǎ ƻŦ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ 

ŀ ǿŜŜƪέΦ 

4. Adding Supers ς add supers of drawn comb to 

help prevent the brood area from becoming 

ƘƻƴŜȅ ōƻǳƴŘΦ ά¦ǎƛƴƎ ǎǳǇŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǳƴŘǊŀǿƴ 

ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ōȅ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘΣ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜέΦ 

5. Making Splits ς pull out frames with queen 

cells, add another frame or two of capped 

brood and a frame of pollen and honey, making 

absolutely certain that you are not moving the 

existing Queen. This depopulates the existing 

hive and may stop them from swarming. For 

best results replace the removed frames with 

empty frames of comb. 

6. Separate the Queen with a Snelgrove Board -  

[Editor - Google it] 

7. Checkerboarding ς A method developed by 

²ŀƭǘ ²ǊƛƎƘǘΦ άLǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

must begin two months prior to swarming (four 

weeks prior to dandelions bloom here in the 

ƴƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘύΦέ Φ Φ Φ ά¢ƘŜ ŦǊŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ ŘǊŀǿƴ ŎƻƳō ŀǊŜ 

then alternated with the filled frames to break 

up the honey cap as well as opening up the 

brood chamber by creating more room for the 

ǉǳŜŜƴ ǘƻ ƭŀȅ ƳƻǊŜ ŜƎƎǎΦέ Φ Φ Φ ά/ŀǳǘƛƻn should be 

taken so that the brood that is being moved or 

broken up does not end up getting chilled early 

in the season due to a failure to form a thermal 

ŎƭǳǎǘŜǊ ŀǘ рт ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ CΦέ ώ9ŘƛǘƻǊ ς there are a lot 

of articles on the web describing this method. 

Our Maryland winters are too cold to employ 

Checkerboarding as early as Walt Wright 

describes, but it could be a useful method when 

our weather consistently warms up, which is 

probably no earlier than May]. 

8. Cutting Out Queen Cells ς ά[ŀǊƎŜ ŎƻƭƻƴƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ 

hard to examine for the purpose of finding and 

removing every queen cell, but when 

performed along side the addition of drawn 

comb, removing all developing queen cells is a 

viable option to some beekeepers. 

Unfortunately, the process needs to be 

repeated every 3 to 5 days to prevent 

swarming, since bees can produce queen cells 

within that time period and the swarm will 

depart prior to the queen cell being capped at 

Řŀȅ ŜƛƎƘǘΦέ 

 

Return to Page 1  
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR INSTALLING PACKAGE BEES 
By Rich Boger and Larry Fritz 

 
1. Plan and set up your Apiary location. 

2. The hive should be in place with new or drawn (preferred) foundation. If using plastic foundation, it helps to paint it 
with beeswax. 
3. Sugar syrup (1:1) 5 lb. Sugar to 5 pints of water should be prepared for each hive. You can add 1 tsp of Fumagilin-B to 4 
quarts of syrup. 
4. Temperature must be above 60 degrees. 
5. Installing in late afternoon or early evening is best 
6. Open hive and remove the 5 middle frames from10 frame hive; 6 frames from 8-frame hive. 
7. Insert entrance reducer set to smallest opening with open side down. 
8. Spread a sheet in front of the hive opening. 
9. To keep bees calm, occasionally lightly mist them with 1:1 (sugar syrup to wet their wings. Do not soak them. Mixture 
should be at room-temperature. 
10. Pry top cover off exposing the queen cage and the top of the feeder can. 
11. Knock the majority of bees to the bottom of package cage jarring a bottom corner on the ground. 
12. Remove queen cage and check to make sure that she is alive. 
13. Place queen cage aside, out of direct sunlight, where it will not get stepped on. If it is cool outside, place cage in your 
pocket, screen side away from your body. 
14. Jar package cage to get bees off of the feed can if necessary and remove feeding can. 
15. Lightly mist the bees with 1:1 sugar syrup through top opening. Do not soak them. 
16. Replace cover on package cage. 
17. Knock the majority of bees to the bottom of package cage by jarring a bottom corner. 
18. Remove top cover. 
19. Shake bees into hive in the open space between the remaining frames. 
20. It may be necessary to jar the cage a few times to remove the majority of the remaining bees. 
21. Place package cage in front of hive on the sheet, touching the bottom board, without blocking the cage opening. 
22. Gently replace all but one of the previously-removed frames being careful not to mash any bees. 
23. Remove the cork from the candy side of the queen cage. Do not discard the cork. 
24. Poke a hole through the bee candy plug with a toothpick or paper clip. Be very careful not to injure the queen. 
25. Place queen cage between two frames, horizontal, but not directly under the oblong hole of the inner cover. Screen 
of cage should not be directly against any honeycomb. Leave space between the screen and adjacent frame to allow bees 
to come into contact with the screen. 
26. Move the frames together with equal spacing on both sides between end frame and hive body. 
27. If using a Hive Top Feeder place the feeder on top of the hive and fill with sugar syrup. One quart will be adequate for 
starters. Too much will mold before the bees can consume it. 
28. Install the inner cover. 
29. If you are using a jar or plastic tub feeder, check that the lid of the syrup container is secure. There should be about 
мн ǎƳŀƭƭ ƘƻƭŜǎ όмκмсέΣ ƻǊ ŀ о ƻǊ п ǇŜƴƴȅ ƴŀƛƭύ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΣ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƴŜǊ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎΦ 
30. Invert the container over the inner cover or away from the hive until it has stopped dripping. Set syrup container over 
the hole in the inner cover on some Popsicle sticks for ventilation. 
31. Install an empty hive body on top of inner cover. 
32. Install telescoping top and place a brick, or other suitable weight, on top. 
33. Check that the small entrance is not blocked. Open side should be down. 
опΦ ²ƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜŜƴ ŎŀƎŜΣ ǎŀǾŜ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƪΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŀƳŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘΦ 
 
 
 
Return to Page 1  
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PACKAGE INSTALLATION, THE HANSON METHOD 
Excellent for Cold Weather Installation 
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