CARROLL COUNTY BEEKEEPERS ASSOC.

THE CARROLL BEE

May 201§

Note ¢ the éContentg lines are links to within the
Newsletter. Just point and click

Contents

t wO{L59b¢Q{...a9{{.l.D9 ... 1
MAY TGEDO LIST. ..ot 2
APRIL MEETING MINGTE......c.co i 3
SWARM ESSENTIALS.....c i, 4
INSTRUCTIONS FORNEING PACKAGE BEES........... 5
PACKAGE INSTALLATIMNE HANSON METHQD........... 6
INSPECTING YOUR NEWSTALLED COLORIBR THE
FIRST TIME ... ..o 9
BRUSHY MOUNTAIN BBRM DISTRIBUTOR.............. 13
{b,59wQ{ . .Lt.LLwl9f e 14
FOR SALECCBA-BHIRTS. ... 15
APIARY MAPPING SITE ... 15
SAVE THE DATES. ...t 16
CHECK OUT THE CCEBBRNTE.........ccoiieeeeeen 17
CCBA FACEBOOK PAGE.......coiiiiiiicicea 17
CCBA 2016 OFFICERS......ccc e, 17

t WO{ L59Db¢ (H
By Fred Sypher
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Once again Mother Nature follows her agenda
rather than our desires. Theeather down south
continues to be lousy so we just have to wait
patiently for our packages. Beekeeping in thet21
century is a challenge! One lesson to draw from the
G 3IFNRASaE 2F GKS ¢SIFIKSNI
our bee colonies get through the winter. Starting
over with new bees each spring is depressing and
expensive for backyard beekeepers who have to
replenish with packages or nuclear colonies. This fall
the club will put a strong focus on preparing bees for
winter in Carroll County.

In the meantime we are going to have a club picnic
at the Bear Branch Nature Center Pavilion on
Saturday, May the 4 Thre club will provide the all
American essentials of grilled hotdogs and
hamburgers, chips, ice and soda. You bring your
favorite picnic dish. We start at 12.

The Master Beekeeper Study Group has discovered
just how little we know about honey bees and how
AAFFAOdzAE & AG A& (G2 NBYSY
learning. We should have started studying honey
bees in high school!

Our thanks to Allen Hayes for refurbishing the
portable observation hive. He turned it into a piece
of artwork, almost too nice to use.

Continued orpage?2

Carroll County Beekeepers Association meets at 7:30PM on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at Bear Branch Nature
Center | 300John Owings Rd | Westminster, Maryland 21158 | (410) 848-2517

To contact us or to become a member, e-Mail - carrollbeekeepers@gmail.com
Family membership is still only $15 per year. Lifetime membership is still only $150
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PNB & A RMBsfa® &  Continuedrom pagel

In April of 2004 Montgomery County Master  swarming and concludes, in his inimitable fashio
Beekeeper George Imirigublished one of his GAUK a1l 26SOSNE AT @&2dzN
FlY2dzza LAYl LI 3ISa (A0t SRSOGlL BSFESHIBSNDE L5dzi AhS 3
Concerning Supering and Swarming in the this paper available at the club picnic. It should sta
Maryland+ A NAA Yy A | I NB I+ y S| NJ ad intérestihg/cahiiegsgtidn. 5 @/ d ¢

George was a beekeeper of strong opinion and good Ered

sense. On four pages he presents what every CCBA

beekeeper should know about supering and

Thank you Allen Hayes for rebuilding ai
NEFAYA&AKAY3 0KS
Observation Hive beautiful job!!

MAY TGDO LIST

1. First Time Inspection of newly installed colonfeseeenclosedarticleby Dr Jamie Ellis reprinted from ABJ.
Feed 1:1 syrup to all new packages and Nucs.

REGISTER YOUR HIVESh€lieto download the application.

Plant some pollinatefriendly flowers, herbs, shrubs, and/or trees this spring.

Purchase from merchants who have pledged to not to sell plants pretreated wittkibieg pesticides.

o 0k~ w N

Attend the May CCBA picnic on Saturday the 14th.

Return to Page 1
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http://mda.maryland.gov/plants-pests/Documents/bee-apl.pdf
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APRILMEETING MINUTES

ByTeari Hemelt, Secretary CCBA

The regular meeting of the Carroll County Bee Association was called to order at 7:30 on April 20, 2016 at Be
Branch Nature Center residet Fred Sypher.

1. Reminder- May14, 2016 picnic will be held at the A Check drone brood for mites. Remove drone
Bear Branch Nature Center Pavilion from 12:00 PM brood if you se& lot of mites.
-dzy G A€ X A Hopguard and Oxalic acid for treating mites
2. The old verylarge Club Extractor sold for $175.00. were discussed. See (Randy Olid@xalic
3. The clubpurchased a new-frame extractor, a set Acic, ScienctificBeekeeping.com) for more
of filters, and anHeated decapping knife with information.
regulator/thermostat. WWe nowown 2 extractors and A Small cell frames: need to step down sizé

2 sets filters available to club memberst no
charge Brad Criddle will again be the poiaf-

. . A You may only see 30% of mites on the dee
contact for borrowing lhe equipment. Text or call .
Brad at 4169357260. (adult female Phoretic mites feed on worker

4, ¢KIFyl1a G2 1668y 11884 ¥F2N NBEBWRRIFQROEMIEs preunsgan (Nymphs

existing portable observation hive. feed on pupa in the cell).

over 2 years.

5. Fred showed the nely purchasedNuc Observation I Swarming
Hive that will beavailable for educational demos, A Several members reported swarms and
giving us the opportuniy to show the frame captures in their apiaries and one swarm
containing the QueenText or call Larry Truchon capture call was responded to.
410-207-4639 to make arrangements to borrow A Check for queen cells last every 10 days.
this. A Reverse brood boxes 2 or 3 times to reduce
6. Spring Short Course netted club approximately chance of swarming.
$2,000.00 A Place frames_of open larva in swarm box to

7. aSY0OSNER ailddzReAy3d T2 NJ. dal adSNJI -pl%\n%ntﬁfez?ssfrbﬂﬁ‘%s%onﬁir%.é Gé¢ 02
meet every other Monday at @all Community
1 New beekeepers

Coll Lib t 7:.00 PM\ ttend < : :
ofiege Library & nyone may atien A Should use jar feeders not hive top feeders

even if you do not plan to take the Test. ) b ; Kina brodub
8. Open Hive inspection at Hashawa Apiary on April O prevent bees 1rom packing brodbxes

23, 2016 ahoon. with food, which could cause bees to swarm.
9. Meeting open to discussion: A Coat new foundation with beeswax or spray
1 Horizontal Langstrdt Hives are being with sugar water to encourage bees to draw
constructed By Garyohlner. Se@ee Culture ) out cgmb. 5 o
Nov.2015issuai | 2 NKT 2 VRO y it 38¢ o0& h&RQa akKz2dA R KIGs | Y7
Sharashkirior more information. food and 2 frames of brood
1 Mites 1 Thanksto Larry Truchon andConnie Young
A Use sticky boards to monitor mite count. (Master Gardener and writer) for responding
Boards were available to members at with a letter to the editor of the Carroll County
meeting. ¢CAYSasx a5FyRStAz2ya AYL

SOz2aeaitsSvyeo
Meeting was adjourned at 9:30 by Fred Sypher. The next meeilhgethe picnic on May 14, 2016, 12:00 PM
at Bear Branch Nature Center Pavilion.

Return to Page 1
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SWARM ESSENTIALS

By Stephen J. Repasky, with Lawrence John CpoRapwvard by Thomas D. Seel@jicwas PressLC, 2014

agl NY LINBFSNR OI tf Y S NdodRahdaframg & (®lign atdikddey, making
absolutely certain that you are not moving the
existing Queen. This depopulates the existing
hive and may stop them from swarming. For

t HO al

temperatures are warmer and dry. This is typically

75-85 degrees Fahrenheit. Following a weather

period that confined them to the hive, bees often

swarm on the first day that is sunny and warm with best results replace taremoved frames with

calm or low velocity winds (5 mphorlessp @& @ empty frames of comb.

éswarms would typically issue from a hive between 6. Separate the Queen with $nelgrove Board

GKS K2dzNE 2F St SOSy 2Q0f 2017 [Editer-GgogleSf Y2 NY Ay3I | yR| G

200201 Ay GKS FFUSNYy22y:s 7iRedeheardiggAmetwd devplqRed byl (1S

agl NX¥a INB y2G dzyO02YY2y d¢ 2t u 2NAIKUP® aLu Aa Ny

must begin two months prior to swarming (four

weeks pri@ to dandelions bloom here in the

Y2NIKSFaAGodeE & & & a¢KS

then alternated with the filled frames to break

up the honey cap as well as opening up the

PP3645 Several techniques that slow or prevent brood chamber by creating more room for the

the swarming impulse are discussetbme of these dzSSy G2 e oy 2aNsonld BelEA @

are. .. taken so that the brood that is being moved or
broken up does not end up getting chilled early,

t HT GLYy t Syow tha weZkhnyespect ¢ S
our swarm seson to begin approximately four
weeks after dandelions begin to blooin

1. Provide additional space lgversing hive
bodies¢ move the box with the queen to the

bottom with the box of empty comb overhead.

2. YoungQueensa h 0 a SN G A2y A&
that re-queening a colony with a queen that

was raised and mated after the summer solstice

of the year before [June 21 swarm less than
gueens that were raised prior to the summer
solstice.

3. Isolatethe Queen Using thBemaree Method

G & AaztliSa GKS 1jdzSSy Ay
© FNIXYS 2F OoONRB2R 2NJ f S$43ad¢

the Beekeeper to inspect and remove

emergen@ |jdzSSy OStfta aAy AydasS

I 6SS1¢a

4. Adding Supers add supers of drawn comb to
help prevent the brood area from becoming
K2ySé 02dzyRd a| éAyEI

Vb le bifion fo

a dzLJS N& wi‘f’nm

in the season due to a failure to form a thermal
Of dzZa GSNJ I i p T CtRebehMBIBIE C
of articles on the web describing this method.

offy #14rYfand winters are too cold to employ

Checkerboarding as early as Walt Wright

describes, but it could be a useful method when

our weather consistently warms up, which is

probably no earlier than May]

Cutting Out Queen Celisa [  NBES O2f|2y

hardto examine for the purpose of flnd,mg and||,

rehnovind e@eweemf% S wid £ 9l K

pe%f&&le"i'j alonééi'dg %&dﬂ@nlb%ﬁw a

comb, removing all developing queen ceIIs is a

ggome teBiBepdtsK |

Unfortunately, the process needs to be

repeated evenB to 5 days to prevent

warming, since bees can produce queen cells
% ar%l 3{he swarm will

FadyRIGA2ys o0& O2yGNradsz A %IerrtQpHor t(l.) tﬁe q§ezn & By @ppedt

5. Making Splitsg pull out frames vith queen
cells, add another frame or two of capped

Return to Page 1
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INSTRUCTIONS FONNSTALLING PACKACEEB

By Rich Boger and Larry Fritz

1. Plan and set up your Apiary location.

2. The hive should be in place with new or drawn (preferred) foundation. If using plastic foundation, it helps to paint i
with beeswax.

3. Sugar syrup (1:1)IB. Sugar to 5 pints of water should be prepared for each hive. You can add 1 tsp of Fdhamgiin
quarts of syrup.

4. Temperature must be above 60 degrees.

5.Instalingin late afternoon or early evening is best

6. Open hive and remove the 5 middiames from10 frame hive; 6 frames fronfi&me hive.

7. Insert entrance reducer set to smallest opening with open side down.

8. Spread a sheet in front of the hive opening.

9. To keep bees calm, occasionally lightly mist them with 1:1 (sugar syrup theiretvings. Do not soak them. Mixture
should be at roorrtemperature.

10. Pry top cover off exposing the queen cage and the top of the feeder can.

11. Knock the majority of bees to the bottom of package cage jarring a bottom corner on the ground.

12. Remoe queen cage and check to make sure that she is alive.

13. Place queen cage aside, out of direct sunlight, where it will not get stepped on. If it is cool outside, place aage in yc
pocket, screen side away from your body.

14. Jar package cage to get be#fsof the feed can if necessary and remove feeding can.

15. Lightly mist the bees with 1:1 sugar syrup through top opening. Do not soak them.

16. Replace cover on package cage.

17. Knock the majority of bees to the bottom of package cage by jarringt@nbaorner.

18. Remove top cover.

19. Shake bees into hive in the open space between the remaining frames.

20. It may be necessary to jar the cage a few times to remove the majority of the remaining bees.

21. Place package cage in front of hive on the gheaching the bottom board, without blocking the cage opening.

22. Gently replace all but one of the previoustynoved frames being careful not to mash any bees.

23. Remove the cork from the candy side of the queen cage. Do not discard the cork.

24. Pok a hole through the bee candy plug with a toothpick or paper clip. Be very careful not to injure the queen.

25. Place queen cage between two frames, horizontal, but not directly under the oblong hole of the inner cover. |Scree
of cage should not be dirdgtagainst any honeycomb. Leave space between the screen and adjacent frame to allow bee
to come into contact with the screen.

26. Move the frames together with equal spacing on both sides between end frame and hive body.

27. If using a Hive Top Feedeangs the feeder on top of the hive and fill with sugar syrup. One quart will be adequate for
starters. Too much will mold before the bees can consume it.

28. Install the inner cover.

29. If you are using a jar or plastic tub feeder, check that the lideEymup container is secure. There should be abgut
MH aYlff K2ftS&a omkmcéX 2NJ I o 2NIn LISyye yFAfO Ay HKSE
30. Invert the container over the inner cover or away from the hive until it has stopped drippingr@etcentainer over

the hole in the inner cover on some Popsicle sticks for ventilation.

31. Install an empty hive body on top of inner cover.

32. Install telescoping top and place a brick, or other suitable weight, on top.

33. Check that the smadhtrance is not blocked. Open side should be down.

on® 2KSYy AdQa GAYS (G2 NBY2@S (KS jdzSSy OF3ISsz al @S KAl

Return to Page 1
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PACKAGE INSTALLATJONE HANSON METBO

Exellent for Cold Weather Installation
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. Package arrives. Bees are clustered around feeder can and the
queen cage. Number of dead bees on the floor of the package
should be small (50 — 100 ). The less the better (Figure 1). Pack-
age should be located in a dark place, between 50 and 55 degrees
Fahrenheit. Bees should be quiet, not running and scrambling all
around the inside of the screened package.

Package (Figure 1)
Lid

Bees

Can with
SugarSyrup ® ®

9@ @ © ® o o

2. With a spray bottle, spray both sides of the screen portions of the
package with sugar water (consisting one part sugar and one part
water). Bees will suck it off the screens. Before the bees appear
wet, stop spraying. Bees should remain dry. When bees cease to
remove the sugar water quickly off the screens, stop spraying.
When the screens are clear of sugar syrup, spray again (Figure 2).

Package (Figure 2)
Lid

February 2015

Frm @ vric an

: ﬁf .‘f ' 5 I
ee Package Into a Hivge) |

3. Prior to the package(s) arrival, your hive(s) should be assembled
and located at the apiary site. The entrance to the hive should be
closed. There are NO bees in the hive.

Ideal hive setup for this procedure includes the use of three stan-
dard hive bodies. Hive body (1) will contain the package, hive
body (2) contains ten frames of comb foundation, and hive body
(3) will contain the sugar water feeder (Figure 3).

The Hive (Figure 3)(— Outer Cover

Hive Body (3)
| Inner Cover
Hive Body (2)

Hive Body (1)

; + Bottom Board

side view

4. The best time for installation of the package is usually the middle
to late afternoon, as long as temperatures remain in the fifties
fahrenheit. When you are ready to install the package, gently
shake the package so the bees drop to the bottom (Figure 4). Pry
the lid off the package and secure the TAB attached to the queen
cage (Figure 5.) Remove the feeder can. Remove the queen cage.
REPLACE THE LID to prevent bees from escaping.
CAUTION: If the tab is not firmly secured, the queen cage may
drop to the bottom of the package. Note well, wooden queen

15
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cages may be attached to the package by a plastic strip or a 1
to 2 inch circular metal tab. Plastic queen cages are fastened to
the package by a very small button. A cage may contain a single
queen or a single queen and about 5 workers (attendants).

Check to ascertain if the queen is alive. If she is not, notify the
supplier immediately; a replacement is essential. At the time of
installation have available string, small eye screws, thin wire,
duct tape, stapler and thumb tacks. Any of these items may be
needed for securing the queen cage to the fourth frame in the hive
body (Figure 7) containing comb foundation.

. Remove the cork or plastic cover from the candy end of the queen
cage. With a SMALL nail, pierce the candy plug (Figure 6).
CAUTION: Do not skewer the queen with the nail.

W

Package (Figure 4)
Lid

Queen
Cage

Can with
Sugar

Syrup

Bees s
e%00,%:%0% 2% % e 2%

Package (Figure 5)

top view with lid removed

Queen Cages (Figure 6)

Cork—y

Wooden \

+—_Candy
Plug

Plastic

THE CARROLL BEE

If the candy plug is difficult to pierce, continue to pierce it. If
the candy plug is exceedingly hard, the bees may be unable to
remove sufficient amounts of the plug to release the queen. In
such cases, it will be necessary to excavate most of the candy
plug without releasing the queen. Tether the queen cage to the 4th
frame in hive body (2), with the candy end UP and position the
cage so that the screened portion is accessible to the bees (Fig-
ure 7). Shake approximately a cup full of bees on to the queen
cage. Replace the lid on the package, and return frame (4) to hive
body(2). Place a pollen patty on the tops of the frames closest to
the suspended queen cage.

4th Frame/Hive Body (2) (Figure 7)

Boilen fatly o
740 )

-
Candy P! vy l
L' P—>= [®] Queen Cage
fastened to
frame
The Hive Inside (Figure 8)
¥™ Outer Cover
_ <«— Stone
= Hive Body (3)
<«—+ Sugar Syrup
| Inner Cover
with Oval Hole
L 1 i}
Net Undar —> 'D :
ol&le Hive Body (2)
fesbar | Bees o TT with Que)én
« ® g ® :. ... .
0 Hive Body (1)
% e e® [~ Bee Package
Entrance — _ ]
2 == — Bottom Board
Notch up side view

~J

By placing the queen cage on the 4th frame, it will position the
cluster, as they gather around the queen near the oval hole of the
inner cover. This provides the cluster easy access to the feeder
above, especially during cold weather.

. Place the package (Figure 8) with the bulk of the remaining bees
inside the empty hive body (1). Remove the lid from the package.
Package should sit directly below frame (4) holding the queen
cage in hive body (2). Place hive body (2) complete with the
combs and the queen above hive body (1). Bees will exit the
package and enter hive body(2) and cluster around the queen
cage. Place hive body (3) above hive body (2) and place the sugar
water within hive body (3). Invert the sugar water over the oval
hole of the inner cover. Bees will exit the package and enter hive
body(2). Open the hive’s entrance so it is 2 inches wide.

. Approximately 24 hours following installation remove hive body
(1), and empty package. Place hive body (2) above the bottom
board, and hive body (3) with the sugar water feeder, above hive
body (2). With this stacking hive body (2), becomes hive body
(1), and hive body (3) becomes hive body (2). NEVER ALLOW
THE FEEDER TO GO EMPTY.

American Bee Journal

April 2016
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