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By Fred Sypher 

The first annual CCBA picnic on Saturday, July 16th 
was a great success. Good food, good weather, and 
the opportunity to talk with lots of CCBA members 
made it special. A sincere “thank you” to all who 
participated and brought such wonderful salads and 
desserts.  

August is upon us and for CCBA beekeepers it is time 
to harvest honey, treat for Varroa mites, and feed 
our bees, in that order. CCBA has two stainless 
extractors and associated gear for members’ use. If 
you wish to borrow an extractor, contact Brad 
Criddle at bradsbees@comcast.net. The schedule is 
filling up so get your name on the list.  

The Hashawa apiary has dwindled to a single strong 
hive. We had sequential queen failures at the apiary 
that might have been overcome with a CCBA apiary 
maintenance team keeping an eye on the bees. 
Without regular management the Hashawa apiary 
will not thrive, and maintaining the apiary is part of 
our agreement with the Nature Center. The 
Hashawa apiary should have a team of beekeepers 
so the work does not fall to just one volunteer. We 
plan to again build up the apiary in the spring of 
2017, but if we still lack an apiary support team 
there’s no reason to buy bees just to have them 
perish. Working the CCBA apiary is a great learning 
opportunity for members who do not yet have their 
own bees, and a team effort makes it so much 
easier. Consider being a part of the team.  

Fred

file:///C:/Users/LJF/Documents/Larry/CCBA/Newsletters/2016-08/August-2016.docx%23_Toc458012154
mailto:bradsbees@comcast.net
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This guy knows what he's doing! 

This guy is thinking about it! 

This guy is enjoying it! 
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4-H FAIR 
The upcoming Carroll County 4-H Fair starts Saturday the 30th at the Ag Center in Westminster and we STILL 
need A FEW volunteers to assist in honey sales, talk with the public (answer their many questions about 
honeybees), and help spread the word about our club, its activities and upcoming events. Over the years 
everyone has found these public outreach events to be very rewarding and we have learned much more about 
beekeeping from the other individuals that we are volunteering with. Also new this year we will be doing the 
following: 

¶ We have some new smart-looking Kraft paper bags with handles and our Logo stamped on it for people that 

purchase the products that we sell. 

¶ We also have an updated CCBA trifold that we would like each family to take from our booth if they make a 

purchase. If we bag it, please put one in the bag. If they don't purchase, offer them one of the tri-folds. 

¶ We also have a roll of "I love Honey" stickers that we would like to see everyone wearing. We should start by 

each one of us wearing one! 

Check out the new trifold here! Note – you DO NOT have to join Dropbox in order to view. 

 

 

Return to Page 1  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/ufhhmb7qe0nhf82/Brochure%2C%20Fair_2016.pdf?dl=0
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 JULY MEETING MINUTES 

By Terri Hemelt, Secretary CCBA 

The monthly meeting of the CCBA was called to order at 7:30 on July 20 in Bear Branch Nature Center by VP 
Larry Truchon  

Club News: 

¶ 1st Annual CCBA Picnic at Bear Branch Nature Center Pavilion was a huge success with approximately 40 

people attending. 

¶ The club owns 2 honey extractors, 2 uncapping knives and 2 filters. This equipment is available to club 

members. Contact Brad Criddle if you would like to borrow equipment: bradsbees@comcast.net 

¶ The club has a 5 frame NUC for an observation hive. The observation hive may be borrowed by club 

members for presentations. Contact Larry Truchon  A couple of days in advance: ltruchon@comcast.net 

¶ Larry Truchon  hosted a honey extracting event at his home on July 17th. 

¶ Request was made for members to sign up to work at the 4H fair. 

Upcoming dates to remember: 

¶ July 25-29 – EAS Conference held at Stockton University, Galloway, NJ 

¶ July 30-August 5 - 4H Fair Westminster Agriculture Center 

Tools for Varroa Management: 

¶ Late summer, Bee population decreases and Varroa mite levels increase. 

Treat bees in August-September  

o Before mites get out of control 

o Before winter brood has been laid 

¶ Perform a Varroa monitoring assessment before and after treating for mites. 

o Powdered sugar shake method was recommended (do not catch queen when collecting bees) 

o Use a screen bottom board and sticky board to monitor Varroa 

o Use a drone frame. Remember to remove frame every 25 days 

o Alcohol or soap method (kills bees) 

o Drone brood assessment (cutting drone brood open to look for mites) 

¶ Three types of Chemical Control products 

o Synthetic 

o  Acids 

o Essential oils 

   (Download honeybeehealthcoalition.org for detailed information) 

¶ FOLLOW ALL DIRECTIONS 

¶ Treat ALL hives in apiary at the same time 

¶ Alternate methods of treatment  

¶ Larry Truchon recommends getting “Diagnosis and Treatments of Common Honey Bee Diseases” By Ben 

Sallmann and Rob Snyder (laminated book to take with you when inspecting your hives).  

Continued on next page  

  

honeybeehealthcoalition.org
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July Meeting Minutes, continued 

A short discussion was held about honey harvest and equipment 

¶ Electric Uncapping Plane sells for about $135.00. Some people find the uncapping plane much easier to 

use than the uncapping knife. For others the opposite applies! 

¶ Use 9 frames instead of 10 in suppers to get “fatter” frames of honey to simplify decapping. 

¶ Plastic frames seem to hold more honey than wooden frames. 

¶ Bees seem to put less propolis on plastic frames than they do on wooden frames.  

¶ Return empty supers and frames to strongest hive and place above inner cover for bees to clean up (only 

leave on for 24 hours) 

1. Protect honey frames in tubes or boxes wrapped in plastic wrap to keep out wax moths. To be safe, 

freeze the frames for 2 to 3 days before storing. This will kill any wax moth larva that may be on the 

frames; or, store boxes and frames with Paradichlorobenzene (PDB) moth killer. This is NOT your 

mother’s mothballs that she placed on sweaters. Her product will permanently damage frames and 

comb. 

¶ Use only food grade plastic buckets to store your honey. Avoid plastic containers with triangle codes three, 

six or seven. Food grade buckets with lids are sold at TSC and Lowes, as well as other stores. 

¶ When extracting, only use frames that have at least 80-90% capped honey in order to keep the moisture 

content equal to or below 18.6%. Honey at higher moisture levels will ferment.  

¶ Allen Hayes shared his honey bucket invention with the gate valve on the lid. You only need one gate valve 

to use on all your honey storage buckets. 

¶ Allow honey to rest for 48 hours to 1 week before bottling. This allows debris to rise to the top. When you 

open the bucket place plastic wrap on top of honey and then remove it to capture debris that has risen to 

the top. 

¶ Fill bottles up to the fill line. 

¶ Labels must have weight in ounces and grams and contact information. HONEY must be the largest word 

on the label.  

¶ Enter your honey in the State and County Fairs!! 

The next general meeting will be at 7:30 on August 17, 2016, at Bear Branch Nature Center. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Return to Page 1  



Page 6 of 11 THE CARROLL BEE     August 2016 

 

 

AUGUST TO-DO LIST 

¶ The primary nectar flow is over and large colonies like to rob weaker ones: 

http://www.dropbox.com/s/03wcrtp910h7bny/Robbing%20-%20by%20Phil%20Craft.pdf?dl=0 

http://www.dropbox.com/s/swzzfrecggstjdg/Robbing%20-%20Billy%20Davis%20Robber%20Screen.pdf?dl=0 

¶ Properly store your honey supers to prevent wax moths from destroying them: 

http://www.dropbox.com/s/l0ol8ldz1kibtis/Wax%20Moths%20-%20Brushy%20Mt.pdf?dl=0 

¶ Monitor for Varroa mites and treat if necessary: 

http://www.dropbox.com/s/ocak226my2wiswi/Varroa%20Mgmt%20-%20HBHC%20Manual.pdf?dl=0 

¶ Consider feeding your bees to stimulate comb building and egg laying: 

http://www.dropbox.com/s/ovbs2seolpqjw76/Feeding%20-%20by%20J%20Lewis.pdf?dl=0 

http://www.dropbox.com/s/3i4ikdrnszblh05/Comb%20-%20Drawing%20New_J%20Lewis.pdf?dl=0 

¶ Winter preparation starts NOW! 

http://www.dropbox.com/s/ijjbeb11plhgk09/Winter%20Prep%20-%20by%20Phil%20Craft.pdf?dl=0 

 

Source ς Bee Informed Partnership 

Return to Page 1  

http://www.dropbox.com/s/03wcrtp910h7bny/Robbing%20-%20by%20Phil%20Craft.pdf?dl=0
http://www.dropbox.com/s/swzzfrecggstjdg/Robbing%20-%20Billy%20Davis%20Robber%20Screen.pdf?dl=0
http://www.dropbox.com/s/l0ol8ldz1kibtis/Wax%20Moths%20-%20Brushy%20Mt.pdf?dl=0
http://www.dropbox.com/s/ocak226my2wiswi/Varroa%20Mgmt%20-%20HBHC%20Manual.pdf?dl=0
http://www.dropbox.com/s/ovbs2seolpqjw76/Feeding%20-%20by%20J%20Lewis.pdf?dl=0
http://www.dropbox.com/s/3i4ikdrnszblh05/Comb%20-%20Drawing%20New_J%20Lewis.pdf?dl=0
http://www.dropbox.com/s/ijjbeb11plhgk09/Winter%20Prep%20-%20by%20Phil%20Craft.pdf?dl=0
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NUCS FOR SALE 
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BRUSHY MOUNTAIN BEE FARM DISTRIBUTOR  

MARYLAND HONEY CO MPANY, Inc.  
 

BRUSHY MOUNTAIN BEE FARM DISTRIBUTOR  
 

FULL SERVICE BEEKEEPING SUPPLIER  
 
 

 

WOODENWARE  

(TEN FRAME OR EIGHT FRAME) 

 (UN-ASSEMBLED OR ASSEMBLED) 

(ENGLISH GARDEN HIVES) 
 

FOUNDATION    PROTECTIVE GEAR  

(PLASTIC OR WAX)                     (BEE SUITS, VEILS, GLOVES) 
 

                  BEEKEEPER TOOLS         FEEDS & MEDICATIONS  

          (HIVE TOOLS, SMOKERS, ETC.) 

 

EXTRACTING EQUIPMENT  

(EXTRACTORS, UNCAPPING TANKS AND TOOLS) 
 

HONEY CONTAINERS  

(PLASTIC AND GLASS) 
 

WE DONôT STOCK IT ALL, BUT WE CAN GET IT  
 

STORE LOCATION:  

6910 DAMASCUS ROAD 

GAITHERSBURG, MD 20882 

301-518-9678 

marylandhoneycompany2011@gmail.com 
 

Pricing is Brushy Mountain Catalog + 8% mark-up and sales tax  
 

STORE HOURS: 

       Now: 

SUNDAYS 10-4 

TUESDAYS 12-5 

 

Starting March 1 

SUNDAYS 10-5 

TUESDAYS 12-7 

 

Return to Page 1  
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FOR SALE - CCBA T-SHIRTS  

      (Navy Blue shown) 

Short-sleeved navy blue club t-shirts will still be available at meetings or by 
arrangement with Anna Prior if you can't make it to the meeting. However, 
some members have expressed interest in having other colors to choose from. 
To make these alternate colors available with as little fuss as possible, Anna 
will have a sign-up sheet where you can choose one of two colors (or both!) 
and your size. Payment will be in advance. Cost depends on how many shirts are ordered but it should be around 
$20-22. 

Long-sleeved options are also available. 

The special order color choices are as follows: 

Short-sleeve - Heather Cardinal http://www.customink.com/lab?PK=04661 and Prairie Dust 
http://www.customink.com/lab?PK=04625 

Long-sleeve - Navy (same as our short-sleeve club shirts) and Military Green 
http://www.customink.com/lab?PK=06133%20 (a darker version of Prairie Dust) 

Anna will have samples of the Prairie Dust and Heather Cardinal with the sign-up sheet.  

 

 

APIARY MAPPING SITE 
By Larry Truchon 

We are building an apiary mapping site for our club members. It will show the appropriate location of 
participating member's apiaries with one, two and three mile rings. Only participating members will have access.   
To join please send:  

¶ Apiary name (example: Wild Acre Apiary) 

¶ Closest cross streets  

¶ Number of colonies (not Nucs) 

¶ Zip Code 

Send above data to larrytruchon@gmail.com 

If you are a first year member without bees this year, send info with 0 number of colonies. 

You will be sent log in info after you are entered into the database. 

 

 

Return to Page 1  

http://www.customink.com/lab?PK=04661
http://www.customink.com/lab?PK=04625
http://www.customink.com/lab?PK=06133
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SAVE THE DATES 

Wednesday, August 17 - CCBA Monthly Meeting at Bear Branch Nature Center 
Round Table Discussion, Q&A 

Saturday, September 17 ς Honey Festival at Brookside Garden & Nature Center 

Wednesday, September 21 - CCBA Monthly Meeting at Bear Branch Nature Center 
Speaker Steve Cook Beltsville Bee Lab 

Sept 24, 25 ς CCBA booth at Westminster Fall Festival 

Wednesday, October 19 - CCBA Monthly Meeting at Bear Branch Nature Center 
Speaker Bill Sprenkle Log Cabin Bee Farms 

Saturday, November 12 - Maryland State Beekeepers Association Fall Meeting, 
Elections and Honey Show 

Wednesday, November 16 - Pot Luck Dinner and CCBA Annual Elections 
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CHECK OUT THE CCBA WEBSITE 

www.carrollcountybeekeepers.org/ 

 

Send emails to: carrollbeekeepers@gmail.com 

 

CCBA FACEBOOK PAGE 

Check us out on Facebook by searching for Carroll County Beekeepers Association. Join the 
page to post photos, articles, ask questions, etc. Anyone can view. 
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CCBA 2016 OFFICERS 
 

President    Fred Sypher   frsy4@outlook.com  

Vice President   Larry Truchon  ltruchon@comcast.net 

Treasurer   Jody King   joseph.king2011@comcast.net  

Secretary   Terri Hemelt  themelt58@gmail.com  

The Carroll Bee Editor Larry Fritz   lfritz44@gmail.com 

http://www.carrollcountybeekeepers.org/
http://www.carrollcountybeekeepers.org/

