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By Fred Sypher
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| spent this afternoon working the CCBA
booth at the4-H Fair and | was struck by the absence
of questiors about the plight of the honey bees.
Several people commented that something needs to
be done, but no one asked if the bees are in trouble.
The message is oathoney bees are an important
part of our agricultural landscape, there is trouble
brewing, andwithout bees our diet will be changed,
and not for the better. However, this is only half the
message. | am not hopeful that the second part of
the message will be reported as widely as the first.
The rest of the message, in my opinion, is that while
sciertists know about the plight of the honey bee,
0KSe R2y Qi 1y2¢ aldza G Fo:
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edge. Honey bees are important to our agriculture
because they conveniently cluster in boxes by the
thousand. Native bees are also important to our
I ANRK Odzf G dzNB  o6dzi GKS& | N
conveniently cluster in boxes so we can study them.
It is difficult to see trends when unexplained bee
deaths occur unobserved in the wild. Native bee
populations maye crashing, but we cannot yet sege
the damage.

| also look at the crashing monarch butterfly
population which has gone from millions tQ
thousands in a very short time, and humans are
mostly responsible for the crash.

Continued on page 2
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| suspect the advice we hand out to those attention. As beekeepers we know that a couple
K2 Fal a2KFG OFry L R2 DSNAOGKS yo STEKSE HLILE A B&
well to the native pollinators such as the solitary  accomplish much. Real progress requires the w
bees and the butterflies. While encouraging our 2 F (G K2dzalyR&a 2F 0SSao
neighbors to plant pollinatefriendly plants in their of what we have to do to call attention to thdight
back yards is great for education and awareness, it 2 F L2ttt Ayl 02N&R Ay al NB
cannot begin to compensate for the thousands of our elected representatives to tell them we ar

acres of rural land lost to development in the US concerned about the plight of our pollinators anll

every day. want our government to pay attention and take

Our leaders depend on us to inform them leading role investigating the problem.
about things we believe need o 2 GSNY YSy (i Qa

4-H FAIR A HUGE SUCCESS!

CKIy(l @2dz 2 SOSNEB2YyS K2 KSt LISR afithebv& $2B0Kworéh of korfsyl NI 2

candles, gift baskets, lip balm and ointment. This was our best year ever.

Which oneis standing
on a box?

Retun to Page 1

http://www.carrollcountybeekeepers.org/



http://www.carrollcountybeekeepers.org/

Page3 of 17

HONEY BEE HEALTH COFONRELEASES GUID& HELP
BEEKEEPERS DETEONTRONARROA MITE INFEST@ANS

August 11, 2015

Honey Bee Health Coalition
Releases Guide to Help
Beekeepers Detect, Control
Varroa Mite Infestations

P“Zs;ﬂf’ww‘”‘ -l
s OO

Guide Equips B&eepers of All Types with Tools to Tackle

Parasite, Strengthen Hive Health

¥

HONEY BEE
HEALTH
COALITION
The Honey Bee Health Coalition, a diverse

coalition dedicated to improving the health of
honey bees and other pollinators, released a guide
today aimed at helping beekeepersestgthen hive
health by controlling the Varroa miteVérroa
destructo). This parasitic mite undermines honey
bee health by literally draining the life from honey
bees, spreading viral diseases, and wiping out vast
numbers of hives along with the pollinati services
these bees provide. As a result, these tiny mites are
one of the biggest threats to honey b&and global
food production.

G NNRF YAdGSa INB 2y S
threats to honey bee health and hives across North
I YSNR Ol ¢ &l dsient.of2iie EstBrh| NE&
ahiaazdzNR . $S1SSLISNH !
straightforward guide, compiled using the best
available scientific and commercial information, will
equip beekeepers from hobbyists to commercial
T with effective and environmentally sensiév
approaches to monitoring as well as control
techniquestoensMl (G KSANJ O2f 2y A S:
G¢eKSasS LINEOE SYFOAO
demonstrated a startling resiliency and ability to

ALINBIFIR (2 20KSNJ K2y Se || o
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Heintz, executive directdd 2 F t N2 2SOl
guide, developed by leading honey bee health
experts, will ensure beekeepers can more easily
confront the problem of Varroa mite infestations,
better protect their own bees, and mitigate the
LI N» aAGSaQ | oAt AlAMeaEby 2
apiariesb ¢

The Honey Bee Health Coalition worked with
Dr. Dewey Caron, emeritus professor of Entomology
and Wildlife Ecology at the University of Delaware
FYR FTFFAEAFGS LINPTFSaaz2N
Department of Horticulture, to gather put from
leading experts on Varroa mite control. The
resulting guide identifies straightforward, proactive,
and flexible monitoring methods and guidelines to
help beekeepers detct and control Varroa mites.

The guide, which can be found at
http://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/Varroalays
out an Integrated Pest Management (IPM) strategy
for managing Varroa mite infestatis; including
how to monitor mite levels, chemical and non
chemical methods to control the mites, and
methods to determine which treatment is
appropriate for a beekeeper to use at different
pKlaSa Ay | O2f2yeQa

I LIAADbOGdthe Blahdy Beée Health Ca@bn

The Honey Bee Health Coalition brings
together beekeepers, growers, researchers,
government agencies, agribusinesses, conservation
groups, manufacturers and brands, and other key
par?(r%rgté imp eu[r?e heﬁtl‘iJ cﬁ ﬁowéy bees and
other pollinators. Itsmission is to collaboratively
implement solutions that will help to achieve a
healthy population of honey bees while alsg
supporting healthy populations of native and
hainagéd Nb@llBaoys in{ thielcontext pfyproddGiveE A
agricultural systems and thriving ecetyms. The
Coalition is focusing on accelerating collective
impact to improve honey bee health in four key
areas: forage and nutrition, hive management, crop
pest management, and communidans, outreach
and education.

Through its unique network of privatend
public sector members, the Coalition fosters new
partnerships, leverages existing efforts and
expertise, and incubates and implements new
solutions. The Coalition brings together diverse
resources to promote communication|
coordination, collaboration,and investment to

f A T Sstra@gicalfy &t substantively improve henbee

health in North Ameria

More information, including a list of Honey Bee Health Coalition members, can be found

at: http://honeybeehealthcoalition.org

Clickhere to see a digital sample of the American Bee Journal.

To subscribe to the American Bee Jourialk hereand choose digital or the printed version.

Return to Page 1
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OXALIC ACIIAPPROVED FOR SALBMIRYLAND

Reference:http://www.brushymountainbeefarm.com/Oxaliécid/productinfo/727/

Serving the industry for more than 30 years

2 W Brushy Mountain Bee Farm

BEST QUALITY | BEST SERVICE | BEST SUPPORT

Home Quick Order RequestCatalog Bee Educated Account Login

Reference

**CURRENTLY NOT AVAILABLE TO SELL IN ALL STATES.**
Available to sell ONLY to residents of.

« Arkansas « New Mexico

« |daho « North Carolina
« Indiana « Ohio

« lowa « Oklahoma

« Kansas « Oregon

« Maryland « Pennsylvania
« Mississippi « Rhode Island
« Montana « South Carolina
« Nevada « Virginia

« New Jersey « Washington

« NewYork « \West Virginia

*New states are being approved constantly so states will be listed once they are approved.

****Can not be shipped internationally, No air shipments

http://www.brushymountainbeefarm.com/include/efliers/august_eflier 2015 btb.asp?utm_source=Au@@4it5+E

Flyer&utm_campaign=August£lier+2015&utm_medium=emalil

Oxalic Acid is not an fetctive treatment when
capped brood is present in the hive. Oxalic does not
penetrate capped brood and when the brood
emerges, so will a new generation of varroa.

The effectiveness of Oxalic Acid treatments used in
solution can be in excess of 95%, loveising vapor
method. Honey Bees have a low tolerance to oxalic
acid, thereA-fore, only one application should be
made. Here are two application methods to use:

SOLUTION METHOD:

NOTE: To completely dissolve Oxalic Acid Dihydrate,
use warm syrup.

Dissole 35 g of Oxalic Acid Dihydrate in 1 liter of 1:1
sugar: water (weight:volume). Smoke bees down
from the top bars. With a syringe or an applicator,
trickle 5 ml of this solution directly onto the bees in
each occupied bee space in each brood box. The
maxinmum dose is 50 ml per colony whether bees are
in nucs, single, or multiple brood chambers.

Under certain unfavorable conditions (e.g., weak
colonies, unfavorable overwintering conditions),

Return to Page 1

this application method may cause some bee
mortality or overwintering bee loss.

VAPORIZER METHOD:

Apply only to outdoor colonies with a restricted
lower hive entrance. Seal all upper hive entrances
and cracks with tape to avoid escape of Oxalic Acid
vapor. Smoke bees up from the bottom board, Place
1.0 g Oxalic Acid Dihydrate powder into vaporizer.
Folbw the vaporizer manufactur&@ directions for
use. Inert the vaporizer apparatus through the
bottom entrance. Apply heat until all Oxalic Acid has
sublimated.

It is recommended that you assess your mite levels
by performing a mite count before any treatment is
applied to the hive. With this information yowill be
able to determine if your treatment was effective by
checking mite levels upon completion of treatment.
Mites can develop a resistance to certain
treatments; therefore, a different treatment is
required if mite levels remain the same or increase.

http://www.carrollcountybeekeepers.org/
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ROBBING HONEY BEES AS THIEVE

(Posted on July 9, 2015Copied with permission from http://philcrafthivecraft.com/)

Yes, our honey bees can become little criminals
and steal from their neighbors! The threat of larceny
is usually not great in the spring and early summer
when a good nectar flow is on, but as the flow slows
or stops (as occurs from time to time,pexially in
periods of dry weather), bees are on the lookout for
any food they can find. So watch out! It is that time
of year. The closest source is often a neighboring
hive. Colonies with strong populations can usually
defend themselves. New nucs andides, recently
captured swarms, and any hives which have not
built up well or which are dwindling due to disease,
pests, or other causes, are all likely targets of
robbing bees. The culprits may come from your own
KA@SazX FTNRY @2dz2N) y$heB Ko ?
trees. Heavily robbed hives can face starvation very
quickly, so beekeepers need to be vigilant in order
to prevent or reduce this activity. What does a hive
being robbed look like 7%mg :
Robbing is character ;5=
ized by abnormalii®
activity at the hive
entrance, and large
numbers of bees in the
air around the hive. At ;
times other normal e 7 i, Bees seeking entrance under cover
flight activities will give ]
the same appearance
such as swarming, ang
daily orientation fliglts
of new bees. fese &
normal activities are
short in duraton, while
robbing contines non
stop during robbing We also see fighting at the
entrance, and resulting dead bees. However, during
robbing, this increased activity is also accompanied
by large numbers of bees on the surface of brood
boxes, and supers, looking for alternative emces.

Bees at joints of hive bodies

Hive being robbed

http://www.carrollcountybeekeepers.org/
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Bees are most apparent at the joints of adjoining
hive bodies, and at the hive covers. See the photos.

We cannot manage nectar flows, but other
circumstances which encourage robbing are more
easily controlled. The first rule is to avoid open
feeding. Feeding entire bee yards by setting out wet
frames or by putting sugar syrup out in an open
barrel or bucket (often with straw or wood floats
inside), very often instigates robbing. Once robbing
has begun, open feeding is more likely to fuel the
feeding frenzy than to sate the bees. If you practice

within the hive. This should be done late in the day
as well. Always keep an eye on your hives whenever
you have exposed honey so th# robbing begins,
you can attempt to do something about it. The
photos that go with this post were taken when ||
recently took some wet honey supers back to the
bee yard for placing back on top of hives. | left those
wet supers sitting uncovered for jua few minutes

in the edge of the bee yard, and within minutes they
were covered with hundreds of bees, who smelled
the honey in the comb, though there was little

open feeding (WHICH | DO NOT RECOMMEND), firsthoney remaining there. After | moved those supers

install entrance reducers, or robber screens (more
on robber screens further on), in ALL of your hives
and place the feeding bucket or barrel a couple of
hundred feet from your apiary, preferably with an
obstacle such as a building or a tree line between
the syrup and the hives. (Remove the entrance
reducers from stronger hives after feeding is
finished.) Open feeding and exposing honey can
cause even strong amhies to be robbed. Another
argument against it, especially during a dearth, is
that you are very likely feeding, not just your own
bees, but all the hives within a couple of miles,
including feral colonies. A robbing response can also
be triggered by beeatepers while working hives or
removing honey supers when there is not much of a
nectar flow occurring. Supers of honey, or even
open brood boxes, exposed in the bee yard can be
Fff GKS GSYLWGFaAazy GKI G
behavior and, once begun, isealates rapidly. We
need to go through hives quickly and cover boxes
which are set off the hives when working hives
during a nectar dearth. When removing supers, take
them out of your apiary as quickly as possible and
keep them well covered if they arertgorarily left
outside. If you set wet supers out after extraction to
allow the bees to clean out the remaining honey, do
so at least several hundred feet away from your
hives. Also, set them out late in the day to lessen the
time for potential robbing. Biter yet, set wet
supers back on top of the hives (only on strong ones)
and allow the bees to clean up the remaining honey

onto a strong hive, robbing commenced iwaaker
hive, which was located near where | left the supers
sitting. |1 was lucky that only the one hive was
involved. Learn from my mistake, keep wet supers,
and supers removed from hives covered at ALL
times. How can we stop robbing once it occurs? | use

Robber screen, note door on top, and two doo
on the bottom.

robber screens, or more accurately antbber
screens. These are specially constructed screens
that is placed in front of the hive entrance, leaving a
small opening directly over it, but closing off the
front entrance. The screen shown is a commercially
manufactured device | purchased years ago.

They are also easy to make with some #8
hardware cloth, and many beekeepers do so. The
158 G2 GKS &aONBSyQa adz0
bees inside the hive quickly figure out where the
new entrance is and usé to go in and out of the

http://www.carrollcountybeekeepers.org/
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hive. Robbing bees will continue to come to the
screened front of the hive and seek entrance there,
to no avail.

Robber screen in place. Note: bottom doors closed, top single
door open. Note the large number of bees on theesn,
seeking entrance to the hive.

A Virginia beekeeper friend, who has used such
screens for years, told me that robbers only want to
SYGdSNI ad NI A3IKIDG
if that is a factor | just know that they work. | think
the beesgo directlyto the entrance drawn by the
smdl of the honey, and stay on the screen since they
can see the entrance. Though you can also install
regular entrance reducers, at the onset, or threat of
robbing, robber screens do not reduce air flow
through the hive. This is a very important factor in
hot weather.

I KSIFRX y2i

Note: Due to continued robing | also closed the top entrance,
preventing any bees from entering hives. | felt that some
robbing bees were making use of the top entrance. Later in the
day | closed itafter robbing had subsided:he next day after

all robbing had ceased, | opened all the doors, but left the
robber screen in place.

Another way to stop robbing that is already
underway, is temporarily sealing the entrance
completely. Burlap placed in thenance works
well for this. Grass can be used as a substitute, but
bees will remove grass fairly quickly. Remember to
reopen the entrance at the end of the day, after the
bees stop flying. When robbing is interrupted, it
often does not resume the next daput keep the
entrance reducer or ardiobbing screen in, just in
case, when you open the entrance back up.

{LDb 't Chw tIL]

Want to hear fromme when | have new
informationthat you might be interested
in? It is easy to sign up to receive n
emails.

1)

Click hereto open thesignup form in a
new page. This also tells me, a little abg
you, when you contact me with
guestion.

If you change your mind it is easy
unsubscribe.

You <can also emal me a
phil@philcrafthivecraft.com, I'm happ
to respond to email questions.

http://www.carrollcountybeekeepers.org/
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When asked for a biography by groups which |
address at beekeeping meetings and other events,
this is what | povide:

t KAf ASNBSR Fa GKS Ysyu(ﬁ%ﬂr%N%'sFﬁaubK Q¢ 5 ))?BS%YXEZN,

every month in théee Cu &ee Culturenagazine

State Apiarist from 1999 through 2011. He is a

graduate of Oberlin College in Ohio (BA in biology),

and the University of Kentucky (BS in civil
engineering). He is a past president and past
chairmanof the Heartland Apicultural Society, past
program chairman of Eastern Apicultural Society,
and past president of the Apiary Inspectors of
America.

Honey Bees o&chinaceaa.k.a. Cone Flower

Photos courtesy ofiBand Terri Hemelt

Returnto Page 1

A native of the mountains of Eastern Kentucky, he
now lives out in the sticks in the Bluegrass Region of
Kentucky near Lexington with his family, a very old

dog, and some bee hives.

http://www.carrollcountybeekeepers.org/
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BILLY DAVIS' ROBBERREEN

Referencehttp://beekeeperlinda.blogspot.com/search?g=+robbing+screen

Billy says for the screen to be effective the hive
entrance must b about four inches from the edge
of the screen. This hive has an entrance reducer on
it (as do all my hives this year) and the opening is
under the bees clustered on the screen.

Who is Billy Davis?
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7phJVODDWB
Published on Jul 30, 2013

Billy Davis, one of the original founders of t
Sustainable Honeybee Program in Northern Virgi

a Master Beekeeper and Master Gardener tells us a

little about where he is fronand how he came to be

involved so deeply in the education of beekeepells

and how to keep bees successfully. Filmed
Northem Virginia in July 2013.

s
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